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1.

President’s Column
Should education in family sociology concentrate on political application,
applied research or should it be more fundamentally scientifically oriented?
This was the discussion I had in my function as Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences at the University of Vienna with students during the past few weeks.
A strong group is opposing the Bachelor system, which has no traditon in our
german speaking European countries. Students find it too structured. The
growing dependency of universities on third party funds is another issue.
Both affect family sociology – being a subject for vocational training or a
scientific career.
Seeing that our next world congress has the title „Sociology on the
Move“, I wondered if we cannot perhaps have a discussion on „Family
Sociology on the Move“. Our Vice President, Rudy Seward, promoted the
idea for the world congress and though we have no special session on it, it
might lead our discussions in all the sessions. This could demonstrate
diversity in the procedures and the position of science in the different
countries. I would very much like to see our understanding of family
challenged by the different roles of family in societies world wide.
On a more official note: All members recently received the election
results for the CFR Board (2010-2014) via an electronic notice. These results
are also published in this edition of the CFR Gazette. The new board
members (Rudy Seward, Ria Smit, Tessa LeRoux, Barbara Neves and
Emiko Ochiai) have asked me, as incoming president, to thank all the CFR
members who participated in the elections. We look forward to serving the
interest of the CFR during the next four years.
We hope to meet you in Göteborg.
Rudolf Richter

2.

Honorary President’s Column
The World Congress of the ISA in 1966 was my first World Congress. Since
then I have participated at all of the ISA World Congresses. Which means
that the one in Gothenburg will be my 12th.
In 1966 the congress was held in Evian in France. At that time critique
was raised at the CFR business meeting on the “undemocratic” system of the
CFR. Claimed was, according to my memory, that there should be statutes of
the CFR and that officers should be elected and not be chosen by some kind
of brotherhood politics, nepotism.
Invitations to the international seminars organized by the CFR – or to
be more correct: organized by the local organizers – were sent only to some
of those who seemed to be of interest to the small group in power. Some of
us were invited to the first seminar held in Oslo, and some to the first seminar
in Japan.
A committee was formed with the task to suggest statutes and also
organize a democratic election of officers for the CFR board. One of the
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members of this committee was Joan Aldous, at that time at the Department
of Sociology, University of Minnesota, where also Reuben Hill was working.
After the acceptance of the statutes all members are invited to all
seminars organized under the umbrella of the CFR – in case of need for a
numerous clauses, the organizer decides who to be welcomed.
The statutes were accepted and a process of election came. At the World
Congress in Varna, Bulgaria, 1970, Gerrit Kooy, Wageningen, The
Netherlands, took over as the first elected president of the CFR. At the
business meeting in Varna a membership fee was set to the amount of US
$40 per member and per four year period. We still have that membership fee
(except for students who pay only 25 percent of the fee). Would we have
followed the inflation the fee would now be almost US $ 300! Hopefully, the
fee will go on remaining at its nominal value.
JT
jan.trost@soc.uu.se

3. From the Secretary
Dear Members
We are looking forward in anticipation to the ISA World Congress to be held
in Göteburg, Sweden (11-17 July 2010). Rudy Seward and the CFR session
organisers have been doing a wonderful job in organising a programme
which without a doubt will generate stimulating debates. Please note the
importance of the following date:
4 May 2010:
• Deadline for the submission of final draft papers to the relevant
CFR session organisers.
• Deadline for online congress registration on the ISA website.
• Deadline for online submission of abstracts of accepted papers to
the Cambridge Sociological Abstracts website. Abstracts will only be
accepted by the system from those who have already registered for
the Congress.
In this issue of the Gazette you will find the proposal for a revision of the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Committee on Family Research. These
proposed revisions are in response to recent ISA stipulations regarding that
which the ISA secretariat refers to as “essential elements” that need to
appear in the statutes of all ISA Research Committees. The revisions were
prepared by the executive board members and discussed with all other board
members. The sections of the Constitution and Bylaws, which have been
revised, are underlined for easier perusal. Please note that the Constitution
stipulates a majority approval of the revisions via a mail ballot. We herewith
request all members to send their ballots to Vice-President Rudy Seward.
Rudy’s postal address appears on the ballot paper which has been included
in this edition of the CFR Gazette (see p.14).

3

Lastly, please find below, the minutes of the business meeting held in Oslo.

Minutes
Committee on Family Research (RC06) Business Meeting
Oslo, Norway 17 June 2009
Rudolf Richter (President) opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees.

Topic
1

CFR seminars
(a) CFR seminar: Oslo, Norway (Irene Levin)
This, the 48th CFR seminar, was held in Oslo, Norway and was a co-arrangement
between Oslo University College and the Center for Studies of Holocaust and
Religious Minorities (HL-center). The seminar took place at the HL-center in Villa
Grande on the Bygdøy penincula, between June 15-17, 2009. The theme of the
conference was: “Families and Memories”. Rudolf thanked Irene and her team for
organising an exceptional conference. This was seconded by all those present at the
meeting. Irene invited participants to submit their papers for possible publication in
special conference publications. Further details on these publications will be
distributed to the participants. Fifty new CFR members have joined the Committee at
this seminar.
(b) CFR seminar: Kyoto, Japan (Emiko Ochiai) - 2011
Emiko Ochiai expressed her willingness to organise a CFR seminar in Kyoto, Japan in
2011. The tentative theme is “Reconstruction of the Private and the Public Sphere”.
She will approach the CFR board with a more detailed proposal.
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3

(c) Other Possibilities
The CFR Board would like to approach Prof. Claude Martin for a possible seminar in
France. Prof. Fausto Amaro will be asked to assist the Board in investigating possible
conference locations in Latin America.
ISA World Congress 2010: Göteburg, Sweden (Rudy Seward)
Rudy mentioned that 20 CFR sessions have been listed for the ISA World Congress
programme. Of these 20 sessions, 6 are joint sessions with other research
committees. The call for papers has already been sent to members and is also
available on the CFR and ISA websites. In order to participate in the CFR sessions,
presenters need to be CFR members. They are also encouraged to be ISA members.

Report of the Secretary/Treasurer (Ria Smit)
(a) The current membership of the CFR stands at 338 of which 151 are ISA members
in good standing.
(b) Financial statement
Ria presented an overview of the financial statement. The balance of the CFR bank
account at the time was: €7,251.02. Members are welcome to contact her if more
specific details are required.
4

4
In Closing (Rudolf Richter)
Rudolf, once again, expressed his appreciation towards Irene for organizing a seminar
of high academic quality. He reminds all present at the meeting to visit the CFR (RC06)
website (http://www.soz.univie.ac.at/rc06/).
Best wishes,
Ria Smit

4. CFR Board 2010-2014
From the desk of the chair of the Nominating and Balloting SubCommittee, Prof. Irene Levin:
Dear members of the Committee on Family Research
Please find below the election results for the new board.
The new executive board for the period 2010-2014 will be:
President:
Rudolf Richter (Austria)
Vice-President:
Rudy Ray Seward (USA)
Secretary/Treasurer: Ria Smit (South Africa)
Members at large:
Tessa LeRoux (USA)
Barbara Neves (Portugal/Norway)
Emiko Ochiai (Japan)
I would like to take this opportunity to give my best wishes to the new board
and also thank everyone who was shortlisted for their willingness to
participate.
Irene Levin
Head of the Nomination Committee
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5.

New members

The CFR welcomes the following
members:
Ligia Baptista
Rua Actor Joao Rosa, 12
R/C Frente
1900-021 Lisboa
Portugal
baptistaligia@hotmail.com
Akiko Nagai
Dept. of Social Welfare
Japan Women's University
Japan
nagaia@fc.jwu.ac.jp
Tapio Bergholm
Jarvenpaa, Finland
tapio.bergholm@sak.fi
Graham Crow
Div. Sociology & Social Policy
University of Southampton
United Kingdom
g.p.crow@soton.ac.uk
Brian Heaphy
Sociology, Social Sciences
University of Manchester
United Kingdom
brian.heaphy@manchester.ac.uk
Marion Voorham Tutturen
Heensveien 183, Eidsberg,
Norway
marionvt@online.no
Trine Torgergsen
Bjørkeveien 3a, Åsgårdstrand
Norway
t-trober@online.no
Marit Rikoll
Gaustadveien 8b, Oslo
Norway
frikoll@hotmail.com

Annie Nevermo
Jerpeleina 15, Oppegård
Norway

annie.nevermo@bfe.oslo.kommune.no

Lars R. Lund
Simenstadgata 28, Sande
Norway
Lars.Robert.Lund@vestreviken.no
Tone Audestad
Bleikerfaret 51, Asker
Norway
tone@netcom.no
Edith Gray
Australian National University
Australia
edith.gray@anu.edu.au
Xue Yang
Palace Kosuge 410
Shimosueyoshi 4-28-22
Tsurumi-ku, Yokohama City
Japan
onlykoyuki0120@yahoo.co.jp
Jennifer Mason
Dept. of Sociology
University of Manchester
United Kingdom
jennifer.mason@manchester.ac.uk
Jing Shaoli
Dept Labour & Social Security
Ginling College, Nanjing Univ
China
shaoli_jing@yahoo.com.cn
Mariam Seedat Khan
Dept. of Sociology
University of Johannesburg
South Africa
mseedat@uj.ac.za
R. Maruthakutti
Dept. of Sociology
Manonmaniam Sundaranar Univ
India
maruthakutti@yahoo.mail.com

Dag Jenssen
Oslo University College
Norway
dag.jenssen@sam.hio.no

Aline Gubrium
113 Gulf Rd, Belchertown, 1007
USA
agubrium@schoolph.umass.edu

Eivind Engebretsen
Oslo University College
Norway
Eivind.Engebretsen@sam.hio.no

Tova Benski
College of Management Academic
Studies
Israel
tbenski@colman.ac.il

May-Britt Solem
Oslo University College
Norway
may-britt.solem@sam.hio.no

Lena Inowlocki
University of Applied Sciences,
Frankfurt am Main
Germany
inowlocki@soz.uni-frankfurt.de

Nicole Hennum
Oslo University College
Norway
Nicole.Hennum@sam.hio.no

Malte Thießen
Forchungstelle fur Zeitgeschichte,
Erdmann strasse 2c
Hamburg 22765
Germany
maltethiessen@web.de

Tone Bye
H. Stordalens vei 4, Heggedal
Norway
tonbye@start.no

Tiiu Jaago
University of Tartu
Estonia
tiiu.jaago@ut.ee

Øyvind Kopperud
Sofiesgt. 66, Norway
oivind.kopperud@hlsenteret.no
Claudia Lenz
Elisenbergvn. 35 a, 0265 Oslo
Norway
claudia.lenz@hlsenteret.no

Jens Kroh
Inst. for Advanced Study in
Humanities
Germany
Jens.Kroh@kwi-nrw.de

Erika Gubrium
Øvre Nygårdd 17H, 1482 Nittedal
Norway
Erika.Gubrium@stud.sam.hio.no

Renée Wagner
University of Luxemburg
Luxemburg
renee.wagener@uni.lu

Linde Apel
Forchungstelle fur Zeitgeschichte
Beim Schlump 83 Hamburg 20144
Germany
apel@zeitgeschichte-hamburg.de

Elisabeth Boesen,
University of Luxemburg
Luxemburg
elisabeth.boesen@uni.lu

Dagmar Brunow
Friedens allee 95, Hamburg 22763
Germany
pippilotti@t-online.de

Caitlin Mulcahy
University of Waterloo
Canada
cmmulcah@uwaterloo.ca
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Julia Bernstein
Inst. for Cultural Anthropology and
European Ethnology
J.W. Goethe University
Germany
juliaber@soz.uni-frankfurt.de

Johndavid Kerr
Harris-Stowe State University
USA
kerrj@hssu.edu
Isabella Cordisco
Via Portogallo, Guglionesi 86034
Italy
isabella.cordisco@unimol.it

M. Clare Mulcahy
University of Alberta
Canada
mmulcahy@ualberta.ca

Alexandra Oeser
IEP Toulouse/EHESS-ENS Paris
France
alexandra.oeser@ens.fr

Carsten Hennig
Inst. of Media Research
Germany
mail@carsten-hennig.com

Sibylle Gollac
48 bd Jourdan, Paris 75014
France
sibylle.gollac@ens.fr

Karin Widerberg
Inst. of Sociology and Social Geography
University of Oslo
Norway
karin.widerberg@sosgeo.uio.no

Alyson Cavanaugh
1002 Ridgeview Drive, Danville
17821, Delaware
USA
Alysonc@udel.edu

Nicole Immler
Österrichische Akademie der
Wissenschaft
Austria
nicole.immler@assoc.oeaw.ac.at

Alena Pfoser
Demokratiezentrum Wien, Leopold
Ernst Gasse 17, Wien 1170
Austria
lena_pfoser@yahoo.de

Robert Roy Neill
University of South Australia
Australia
Robert.Neill@unisa.edu.au

Tova Band-Winterstein
University of Haifa
Israel
twinters@research.haifa.ac.il

Katharina Hoffmann
Inst. for Cultural Studies
Carl von Ossetzky University of
Oldenburg, Germany
katharina.hoffmann@uni-oldenburg.de

Fabienne Lentz
fabienne.lentz@gmail.com
University of Luxemburg
Luxemburg

Eva Blay
eblay@uol.com.br
University of Sao Paolo
Brazil

Chantal Riekel
University of Westminster
United Kingdom
riekelphoto@gmail.com

Leslie Stanley-Stevens
Tarleton State University
USA
stanley@tarleton.edu
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Marie Louise Seeberg
NOVA
Norway
mse@nova.no

Ginte Martinkene
Elniu 9, Vilnius 2034
Lithuania
gintu3420@yahoo.com

Roger Porter
Reed College
USA
porter@reed.edu

Suzanne Vromen
48 Rokeby Rd, Red Hook NY
12571
USA
vromen@bard.edu

Nicholas Williams
Am Heiligen Haus 19, Heidelberg,
69126
Germany
nick.williams@gmx.de

Ingeborg Marie Helgeland
Oslo University College
Norway
im.helgeland@sam.hio.no

Sonja Kmec
University of Luxemburg
Luxemburg
sonja.kmec@uni.lu

Akiko Yoshida
780 Vleet Oval, KH331
Norman, OK 73019-2033
USA
akiko@ou.edu

Sophie Neuenkirch
University of Luxemburg
Luxemburg
sophie_neuenkirch@yahoo.de

Maitreyee Bardhan Roy
AE 697, Salt Lake City
Kolkata 700064
India
maitreyee25@rediffmail.com

Marina Pignatelli
Technical University of Lisbon
Portugal
mpignatelli@iscsp.utl.pt

Grethe K. Hoviosen
P.C. Bjerckes vei 4, Drammen
Norway
hoviosen@yahoo.no

Karen Sofie Pettersen
Dept. of Criminology and
Sociology of Law
Box 6706 St Olavs plass, 0130 Oslo
Norway
k.s.pettersen@jus.uio.no

Please send address and other
corrections to the CFR secretary/
treasurer.

Georgina Tsolidis
University of Ballarot
Australia
g.tsolidis@ballarat.edu.au
Rannveig Dahle
NOVA
Norway
rannveig.dahle@nova.no
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6. Proposed Revisions: Constitution of the CFR
The board of the CFR suggests a number of minor changes to the Constitution and
Bylaws of the CFR. These proposed revisions are in response to recent ISA
stipulations regarding that which the ISA secretariat refers to as “essential elements”
that need to appear in the statutes of all ISA Research Committees. Those sections
of the Constitution and Bylaws, which have been revised, are underlined. Please
note that the Constitution stipulates a majority approval of the revisions via a mail
ballot. We herewith request all members to send their ballots to Vice-President Rudy
Seward no later than February 28, 2010. Rudy’s postal address is:
Prof. Rudy Ray Seward
Department of Sociology
University of North Texas
1155 Union Circle #311157
Denton, Texas 76203-5017
USA

Constitution of the Committee on Family Research
and
Bylaws
RC06: Committee on Family Research
International Sociological Association
As revised in 2005. Suggested Revisions 2010
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FAMILY RESEARCH
I. PURPOSE
A. The purpose of the Committee on Family Research (CFR) of the International
Sociological Association (ISA) is to encourage family research of high quality within
and between countries.
II. ACTIVITIES
A. To fulfill this purpose the CFR engages in the following activities:
1.
It organizes the sessions on family at the meetings of the ISA.
2.
It sponsors international seminars (at least one between ISA world congresses)
on topics of theoretical, methodological or substantive importance as well as
international training seminars to add to the skills of family researchers.
3.
It arranges for the publication of matters of importance in the research area of
family.
4.
It provides an international roster of family sociologists for individuals and
organizations seeking consultation or research associates.
5.
It seeks to keep its members informed of CFR activities.
6.
It engages in additional activities approved by the Executive officers with the
consent of the membership.
7.
It provides a newsletter to the membership at least twice annually.
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III. MEMBERSHIP
A. A distinction is made between two types of individual membership:
1.‘Regular members in good standing’, defined as financial members of
both the relevant Research Committee and the ISA
2.‘Affiliated members’, defined as financial members of the relevant
Research Committee only.
B. Regular, affiliated or student membership of the committee is open to all members
of national sociological societies, members of research institutes affiliated with the
ISA, research oriented members of national and international family organizations, as
well as non-affiliated individual scholars who have demonstrated interest in the area
through teaching or research activities.
C. The individual becomes a member upon payment of dues. Non-payment of dues
will lead to loss of membership six months after the final period paid for.
D. Dues are payable to the CFR secretariat; the amount is decided at the business
meeting for the coming four year period for regular as well as for student
membership.
E. (1) Voting in the committee's elections and affairs and (2) membership of its
Board, throughout the four years of the Board’s mandate, is restricted to the
committee’s regular members in good standing.
IV. OFFICERS
A. There will be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary/Treasurer, and three
officers at-large.
B. They will be elected from and by the membership and will constitute the executive
Board of CFR.
V. REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION
A. Upon written petition of 20 members to the President, an article or articles of this
Constitution can be submitted to the membership for revision.
B. Revision requires majority approval of those casting a vote on a mail ballot.
BYLAWS
VI.ELECTIONS
A. Elections of officers will be held by mail ballet once every four years in the year
prior to the ISA world congress.
B. Ballots will be sent to the members on the Secretary/Treasurer's list of members.
C. Nominations will be made by the Nominations Sub-Committee with write-in
nominations possible.
D. There are usually two nominations for each office or at least one more than offices
to be filled.
E. If there is only one candidate, the candidate need 50% plus one vote in the ballots
returned to be elected.
F. A majority of those voting will constitute election for President, Vice-President and
Secretary/Treasurer.
G. Election of the officers at-large shall be by plurality of votes cast.
H. Run-off elections will be held if necessary.
I. Term of office will be for four years with re-election limited to one term.
VII. DUTIES OF OFFICERS
A. The President
1. shall preside as chief executive of the CFR at the meetings of the CFR and its
Board,
2. will be responsible for seeing that the sessions of the CFR at the ISA meetings
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are organized,
3. will initiate and carry out policies in conformity to the CFR's purpose as specified
by the Board and the membership,
4. is responsible for communicating CFR activities and plans to the members no less
often than once a year; these include the time and place as well as the organizers of
seminars and workshops and ISA sessions sponsored by the CFR, and will publish
circular mails of the CFR,
5. shall maintain the website which will include at least the following:
a.
public pages with such information as:
How to become a member and dues; Announcements including upcoming and
planned Seminars; Constitution and By Laws; Current Officers (Board);
Current circular mails and back lists; Abstracts of Seminars; Links; Other
information of general interest.
b.
members' pages which includes at least:
A current up-to-date list of members with expiration date of membership;
Contact information, email, etc.; Institutional affiliation.
B. The Secretary/Treasurer
1. shall report at least annually to the secretariat of the ISA, current and planned
activities of the CFR and other current matters of common concern,
2. is the financial officer of the CFR, makes disbursements under the over-all
supervision of the Board, presents a biannual report to the Board, including all
transactions itemized, and shall report the committee’s financial affairs to members
at least at every World Congress.
3. shall prepare a membership list to be used for election purposes as provided for in
Article IV, Section B.
4. shall announce to the membership the time and place of the general meeting.
C. The Vice-President
1. shall customarily chair the program of the ISA world congress,
2. shall become Acting President in the event that the President becomes disabled or
resigns,
3. substitutes the President in the representation to the ISA in case of his/her
unavailability.
VIII. BOARD OF THE CFR
A. The Board meets at least once every four years before the meeting of the CFR
membership to set general policy for the CFR.
B. Major new activities undertaken by the CFR must first be approved by the Board.
C. The Board elects one representative and one alternative to the Research Council
of the ISA.
IX. SUB-COMMITTEES
A. Nominating and Balloting Sub-Committee
1. This committee, to be headed by a member of the board with no invested interest
into the composition of the next board, is responsible for preparing the list of
nominations for CFR officers and members of the Nominating and Balloting SubCommittee presented to the membership, and for conducting the elections.
2. The other two members of the Nominating and Balloting Sub-Committee shall be
elected by mail ballot. A plurality of votes shall constitute election.
3. Its members should seek suggestions for nominations from the membership before
the election making use of the Secretary/Treasurer's mailing to members.
4. Its nominations should reflect the international nature of the membership.
B. Program Sub-Committee
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1. The President and the Secretary/Treasurer will constitute a sub-committee to
consider offers from CFR members or representatives of other organizations to
organize programs such as seminars and workshops under CFR sponsorship or joint
sponsorship.
2. They will decide which offers to accept on the basis of the guidelines set forth in
Article X.
C. Other Sub-Committees
1. The President, with the consent of the Board, may appoint such other subcommittees as is necessary to carry out the objectives of the CFR.
2. Terms of office of subcommittee chair and members shall not be longer than the
term of office of the President.
3. Changes in chair must have Board approval.
4. A standing audit committee will be appointed by the CFR board and will be used to
review financial matters as needed.
X. CFR OCCASIONAL ACTIVITIES
A. The membership of the occasional training or topic oriented program such as
seminars and workshops sponsored or co-sponsored by the CFR should reflect its
international composition.
B. The opportunity to participate should be made available to as many as possible.
C. Individuals who wish to organize a seminar or workshop may present their ideas to
the President or to the Secretary/Treasurer.
D. Members wishing to participate may write to the organizers giving their
competencies and interests.
E. Local organizers will have the final decision as to participants.
XI. RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
A. The CFR as an international organization cannot itself engage in research
activities.
B. In the rare circumstances when its Board decides that the CFR should depart from
a facilitating role and actively sponsor research, a majority of the membership at the
general meeting must accept the decision.
XII. GENERAL MEETING
A. The general meeting of members shall be held in conjunction with the ISA world
congresses.
B. Announcement of the general meeting will be given to members at least three
months in advance along with a tentative agenda of business.
C. Action may be taken at any general meeting by a majority of members present
and voting except in the case of election of officers. On any issue a majority of
members present may request a secret ballot.
D. A written petition of 20 members to the President within six months of the general
meeting can institute a mail ballot to the membership on any issue presented at the
general meeting.
XIII. COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
A. The CFR welcomes the efforts of other international and national organizations to
promote the meeting of family scholars and to encourage their research.
B. The CFR seeks to cooperate with such organizations on issues of common
interest through joint program sponsorship or such other activities as will serve to
advance its purpose.
XIV. REVISION OF THE BYLAWS
A. Bylaws may be changed by board recommendation and approval at a formal
business meeting at a CFR function.
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(Please print this page)

BALLOT
Committee on Family Research
Revisions of the Constitution and Bylaws of the CFR
Indicate your vote by ticking the box.
I am in favor of the suggested revisions
I am NOT in favor of the suggested revisions

Please send this ballot no later than February 28, 2010 to:
Prof. Rudy Ray Seward
Department of Sociology
University of North Texas
1155 Union Circle #311157
Denton, Texas 76203-5017
USA
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Board of the CFR
President
Vice-president
Secretary/ Treasurer
Members at large
Honorary president

Rudolf Richter, Austria
Rudy Seward, USA
Ria Smit, South Africa
Cristina Gomes, Mexico
Irene Levin, Norway
Peter Somlai, Hungary
Jan Trost, Sweden

Editor’s address:

President’s address:

CFR-Gazette
c/o Ria Smit
Department of Sociology
University of Johannesburg
P.O. Box 524
Auckland Park, 2006
South Africa
rsmit@uj.ac.za
fax: +27 11 559 3787
office : +27 11 559 2319

Rudolf Richter
Department of Sociology
University of Vienna
Rooseveltplatz 2
1090 Vienna
rudolf.richter@univie.ac.at
office : +43 1 4277 48240

CFR home page:
http://www.univie.ac.at/rc06/
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