
FAMILIES AND PATTERNS OF CARE 

Co-presented by the ISA RC06 Conference on Family Research and the Department of 
Sociology at the University of South Africa (UNISA) 

 

Venue: Bamboo Room, Kgorong Building, UNISA main campus (Preller 
Street, Muckleneuk Ridge, Pretoria, City of Tshwane, Gauteng 
Province, South Africa) 

Please note: 
 
UNISA is a distance education institution with approximately 350 000 registered students. The 
University has various campuses and buildings in the country and in the city, make sure that you 
attend the main campus as indicated above. 
 

 

Dates: 24 – 26 April 2017 

Please note: 
 
27 April is a national holiday in South Africa called Freedom Day. Almost all commercial activities 
(such as shopping centres) and tourist destinations will operate on that day but government 
departments (such as embassies) and banks will be closed. 

 

Costs:  R2 200 (approximately 160 US$ / 150 Euro) 

Please note: 
 
Delegates from Category C countries as indicated on the ISA list (http://www.isa-
sociology.org/en/about-isa/membership/table-of-economies-by-category/), may pay a reduced rate 
of R1 800. No funding or sponsorship is available. 
The conference fee will include morning teas, lunches and a conference dinner on Tuesday evening, 
25 April, but will not include accommodation, travel, tours or sightseeing. 
Banking details will be distributed with the conference registration form. 

 

  

http://www.isa-sociology.org/en/about-isa/membership/table-of-economies-by-category/
http://www.isa-sociology.org/en/about-isa/membership/table-of-economies-by-category/


Travel: The OR Tambo international airport in Johannesburg is 
approximately 46 kilometres (28.6 miles) from the conference 
venue (UNISA main campus) by road 

Please note: 
 
The following options are recommended: 
 

1) Public transport is not well developed in South Africa but the Gautrain 
(http://www.gautrain.co.za/) is an exception in this regard. The train can be boarded at the 
airport and will transport you to the Pretoria station (second last stop) which is about 2 
kilometres from the conference venue. The journey will take less than 40 minutes. A train 
card has to be purchased but this is all conveniently done at the airport. It is recommended 
that you arrange with your hotel or guest house to pick you up at the station since it can be 
uncomfortable to walk from there. Alternatively you can make use of tuk-tuk services or 
official taxis found outside the station. There is also a Gautrain bus service, please check the 
timetable and the routes carefully beforehand if this is considered. 

2) If you prefer to travel by road or if your arrival time falls outside of the train schedule, we 
recommend that you arrange to be picked up. We recommend a company called EZ shuttle 
(https://ezshuttle.co.za/) but note that their services have to be booked online in advance. 

3) Uber is extremely popular in South Africa and may be useful for short trips, especially if you 
want to go out in the evenings. 

 

Accommodation: Since UNISA is not a residential university, there is no 
student accommodation available.  

Please note: 
 

1) A number of well-known hotel groups (e.g. the Sheraton and Protea hotel groups) are 
situated in the Pretoria city region and some are fairly close to the conference venue (e.g. 
the Manhattan and Sierra Burgers Park hotels). However, there are also hotels of lower 
quality, so please check the rating of the hotel before booking. Also arrange for transport to 
the conference venue. 

2) We would like to recommend guesthouses in the Muckleneuk area. Some of them is within 
walking distance to the conference venue (e.g Waterhouse guesthouse situated in Bourke 
Street) but be aware that one or two steep hills should be expected.  

3) Airbnb is also operating in South Africa. 
4) Kosmos guesthouse is situated next to the UNISA Sunnyside campus (within walking distance 

to the main campus) but operated by the Tshwane University of Technology: 
http://www.tut.ac.za/Students/accommodation/guesthouses/Pages/default.aspx 

Weather: April is early autumn / late summer and pleasant to cool weather with afternoon 
thundershowers should be expected. 

Safety: It is not recommended to walk alone or at night in Pretoria. Some delegates may recall 
unfortunate events at the 2006 ISA conference in Durban where a number of delegates were 
attacked. Please be vigilant and cautious at all times and arrange your travel plans with reputable 
companies. 

http://www.gautrain.co.za/
https://ezshuttle.co.za/
http://www.tut.ac.za/Students/accommodation/guesthouses/Pages/default.aspx

